
About the ICJ: 

"The International Court of Justice (ICJ) is the principal judicial organ of the United Nations 
(UN). It was established in June 1945 by the Charter of the United Nations and began work in 
April 1946. 
The seat of the Court is at the Peace Palace in The Hague (Netherlands). Of the six principal 
organs of the United Nations, it is the only one not located in New York (United States of 
America). 
The Court’s role is to settle, in accordance with international law, legal disputes submitted to it 
by States and to give advisory opinions on legal questions referred to it by authorized United 
Nations organs and specialized agencies. 
The Court is composed of 15 judges, who are elected for terms of office of nine years by the 
United Nations General Assembly and the Security Council. It is assisted by a Registry, its 
administrative organ. Its official languages are English and French." 

Source: http://www.icj-cij.org/court/index.php?p1=1 

Members of Oregon MUN ICJ: 

President and Vice President: 
These are the committee chairs, responsible for upholding the rules of The Court and maintaining 
order. Duties involve enforcing argument time limits and reviewing procedures before each case.  

Advocates: Certain Justices will be asked to double as Advocates for a certain case. The role of 
the Advocate is to represent a nation in a case by writing a memorial as well as advocating their 
side of the case. They will be asked to debate their topic in accordance to international law, 
taking into account their nation's history. The Advocate of the nation presenting the case will be 
referred to as the Applicant, while the other will be referred to as the Respondent. 

Justices:  Justices are ultimately responsible for deciding the outcome of each case. They will 
have time to both debate international law and relevant treaties amongst themselves as well as 
question the advocates on the cases and write an opinion on each case. Often, although each 
Justice is technically an autonomous enforcer of international law, they should take into account 
the country they represent when making decisions. Justices should have the relevant treaties or 
other documents on hand to refer to.  

http://www.icj-cij.org/court/index.php?p1=1


Debate/Discussion Format: 

President and Vice President review rules and time limits 

Presentation of the case: 
 - Applicant presents case (15 mins max) 
 - Respondent time to reply (15 mins max) 
 - Applicant time for brief rebuttal (10 mins max) 
 - Respondent closing argument (10 mins max) 

Time for memorials to be projected and reviewed by Justices 

Time for Justices to question Advocates  

Justices to write individual opinions of each case 
 - cite relevant treaties 
 - remain true to country of loyalty 
 - draft a verdict  

Justices to debate outcome of case 
 - write a collective opinion paper (similar to resolution) 
 - vote on stipulations of cases 

Adapted from: https://www.amun.org/uploads/Handbooks/2015/rules/RulesCh4-ICJ.pdf 

Helpful Sites for Preparation: 
  
International Court of Justice Home Page: http://www.icj-cij.org/docket/index.php?p1=3 
 - ICJ agenda topics have been adapted from actual ICJ Cases 

UN Collection of International Treaties: https://treaties.un.org 
 - Both Justices and Advocates should familiarize themselves with relevant treaties to each 
 case 
 - Helpful Preparation: Print out/write down applicable quotes/sections from treaties to  
 refer to during the conference 
 - Keep in mind previous stances taken by the nation you represent on similar cases/your  
 nation's history with each nation in a case 

Important Info on International Law/Links to International Treaties: https://www.hg.org/
international-law.html 
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American Society of International Law: https://www.asil.org 

Info on American MUN ICJ Simulation: https://www.amun.org/international-court-of-
justice/ 
 - SAMPLE MEMORIALS, OPINIONS, AND DOCKETS! 

*Advocates and Justices are encouraged to use multiple sources! Make sure to cite information 
in case you are asked about it during debate. 
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