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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 1 

Recognizing that only 15% of the 300 million tons of plastic we consume 2 
every year is recycled, 3 

Knowing that 13 million of the aforementioned 300 million tons we consume 4 
ends up in the ocean, 5 

Knowing that non-recycled plastics break down into harmful microplastics, 6 

Deeply concerned that 700 marine species are threatened by plastics in 7 
general, and that they also unknowingly consume microplastics, which 8 
harms our own food supply,  9 

Emphasizing that these microplastics can cause cancers in humans aside 10 
from the harm they already do to the animals, 11 

Deeply regrets that more countries have not taken more initiative on this 12 
issue now that it has become close to irreversible if we do not take action to 13 
limit plastic waste, 14 

Suggests that the United Nations should take immediate action to reduce the 15 
amount of plastics ending up in the oceans; 16 

1. Calls for a global ban or restriction on plastic items such as straws and 17 
plastic bags that can easily be replaced with more sustainable 18 
alternatives such as paper straws and bags; 19 

2. Demands that this ban be put in place within the next six months; 20 

3. Further asserts that countries will be subject to trade sanctions on 21 
Belgium exported items that are packaged in plastic or that is not 22 
recyclable if they do not participate; 23 

4. Notes that simply placing a tax on plastic bags will already help inform 24 
shoppers; 25 



5. Calls for the United Nations Environment Programme’s previous work 26 
in creating “The Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the 27 
Marine Environment from Land-based Activities”, which aims at 28 
protecting marine life from irresponsible human practices, to continue 29 
and get more countries involved in ocean cleanup; 30 

6. Decides to remain actively seized on the matter. 31 


