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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 1 

Acknowledging that in Saudi Arabia, Russia, Turkey, Pakistan, and Ukraine, 2 
journalists are being arrested, murdered, or suppressed by their 3 
governments, 4 

Recognizing that the United Nations has not made any economic sanctions 5 
or taken any actions to discourage such countries from persecution 6 
journalists, 7 

Given that Saudi Arabia recently arranged and carried out the murder of the 8 
US journalist, Jamal Khashoggi, for criticizing the Saudi King, 9 

Emphasizing that Zhanbolat Mamay, a Kazakhstani reporter, was arrested 10 
and abused in prison after investigating the Kazakhstan government, 11 

Realizing that corrupt governments take advantage of the lack of access to 12 
accurate journalism to manipulate the public and attack honest journalists 13 
with ease and without public outcry. 14 

Realizing that North Korea is an example of this, preventing it’s citizens from 15 
accessing information and punishing those that find incriminating 16 
information, 17 

Further realizing that the corrupt governments can create conspiracy 18 
theories and “positive” news about themselves to further warp and shift 19 
public opinion in their favor,  20 

Admitting that China works diligently to block activists who critique its 21 
government from accessing United Nations activities, often using 22 
harassment and intimidation,  23 

Observing that Russia claims to be in support of the protection of journalists, 24 
but at least 58 Russian journalists have been killed for reporting on the 25 
Russian government,  26 



1. Proposes to pass a resolution that bans heads of states from countries 27 
that persecute journalists from speaking at assemblies, as a direct way 28 
to discourage and punish them for human rights abuses; 29 

2. Urges members to enact economic sanctions against countries that do 30 
not take steps to end the murder, arrests, suppression, or further 31 
harassment of journalists; 32 

3. Asks the United Nations to appoint a special representative for the 33 
safety of journalists to find abuses of freedom of press and bring them 34 
to the attention of the United Nations. 35 


